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the, Rev. Mr. Seccom B’s Account of the Revival of 
' Religion at Uarvarp finifoed, 


‘4 . 
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* OW. they became wonderfully attentive to the 
Word preached as if they would not by any Means 

Wh | lofe a fingle Sentence ; a5 new-born Babes defiring 

noi’ (an the fincere Milk of the Word that they might grow 
thereby... Many very defirous of feeing themfelves as they. 
were, and greatly, afraid.left their Conw:iens fhould wear a- 
way before they-+had fpundCurist. Some while under the 


cs j Spirit of Saaage were fo fenfibly affected with their Dan- 


ger .that they.dare not),clofe their Eyes to fleep left 
they fhould awake in Hell : And would fometimes, arj/e én 
the Night and gao,to,the Windows under alarming. Fears ot 

Curist’s fudden. Coming te Judgment, expecting to hear the, 
Sounding of she Trumpet to fummon all Nations.to appear 
before him, . Thus when the Terrors of Gop make Sinners 
afraid, there is a.dreadful Sound in ther Ears. 

_ A think Iunay, fay there has been @ great Shaking among the 
dry Bones, and fore that have been for a long Time dead in 
Trefpaffes and Sins appear to be made ajive to Gop : fleepy 
Sinners have been awakened, ftubbornSinners fubdued, proud 
Sinners. humbled, carnal Perfons made fpiritual. Such as 
lived, unmindful, of Heaven, now /eek the Things which are 
above,-and. fet their AffeRians upon them. Prayerle&S Perfons 
now call upon Gon, and. fome that de/pifed his Word now 
tremble at it. Some that turned their Backs upon the Table 
of theLorn and faid (practically at leaft) theTable of theLord 
is contemptible; do.now hunger aad thirft for Communion 
with Cuasst there, Ge. CG A Numbers both yaung and 
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old are outwardly reformed 3" and -confiderable Number who in 
a ‘Fudgment of Charitym be faid to be favingly erted, 
whofe Lives ath Conyegfations for two or three Years are 
in thé main as becometh the Gofpel: Old’ Things~are paf 
away, bebold, all Things are become new. Hence the Birnie 
hathvappeared to fome to be a néw Books cand’ the: Gatechi/m 
of the Afembly of Divines to, be a neto and anoff. excellent) Com- 
pofure, tho’ before they fawno great Excellency to be in 
the ore or the offer: Gap thefefore greatly admire at their 
former Ighorance. And fome of the fame Sermons'they had 

- heard’ fomie Time before ( being fometimes neceffitared to 
preach fuch) appear’d to be quite mew, and , better than 
ever they heard before, and I could hardly ~ make thént 
believe they had ever heard\them before. : 

It was grievous to them to think they fheuld live fo lon 
under the Means of Grace ‘ahd’ never heat any pfeachfite 
till now ; that all former Sermons’ had’ beén fo loftetipon 
them which now were fo {weet and nourifhifig to thétfSoulk, 
They {peak of a Sweetnefs in'Sermons and in fpiritual Pro-’ 
mifes which they‘never found before. And iereupon foine 
have béen {6 eager to héar Sermons and join ‘with others in 
Prayer and Coriference and fuch Chriftian’ Exetcifés, as to’ 
negleét their patticularCallings. And being thus irregularly 
Intent upon fpiritual: Things, it hath turned to theDifparage- 
ment of Religioti‘among-fuch as have a Mind to take up al 
Exceptions againft it that they can meet with’: as if Religion’ 
put’ People’ befide themfelves. But’ Pthittk- it no Ways 
itrange to fee young Chriffians thus ftrongly difpofed to po . 
ous Duties ; and we ought'to make Allowance in futh Cafes,’ 
if they go a little too far in fomeThings, at firft fetting out 
They will be flow enough and lamentably backward to’ the 
beft Exercifes (ufually) after a few Years. Tho’ fome hav 
been thus upon the'extream for a while ; yet Oh how plea- 
fant was it to fee fuch Numbers «(chiefly youny Perfons) as 1 
have feen fying as Doves to their Windows, going and weeping, 

Seeking the Lonv their Gon, afking the Way to Zion with 
their Faces thitherward! . Some judging and condemning 
themfelves, bemoaning their fad Condition ; others refoycing' 
with ‘Foy unfpeakable and full of Glory, and’ prefing into the’ 

Kingdom of Gon with holy Violence. 0 a 
If all this be theEffeéts of Frenzy & Madnefs, Debifion ‘and ' 
Enthufiafm ; I pray Gop I may fee another fuch pleafantSea~’ 
fon,even beGlory of the Lorv;&& theExcellency of ourGOD ; 
: when 
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Evidence of a good Work. 
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when the Defert foall rejayce and blofom ag theRefe. Lam per- 


fuaded Gop hath done great ‘Things or, us, whereof we have 
great Reafon to rejoyce and be. glad. And feveral Things 
confirm me in my Belief ; articularly, thefe two, 

(1) The Jeans by which this Work of Conviézion and 
Converfion (by Gon’s Blefing) hath been carried on, is one 
Evidence | mention this, to take off that 
Objetlion which hath been made by fome 5 wube {ays Perfans 
were not trul yeh ‘Ke. but affrighted by the Man- 
ner of the Préacho? sA refs to their Pajfions ,by the Loudnefs 
of the Voice, Gefture, &¢ ; And that this Work hath been 
carried on only in fuch Places where fuch Preachers have 
been. This is not the Cafe here ; thisReformation, hath not 
been cattied ‘on violenily, nor ‘by Strangers. "There wasa 
‘LeflureSermon preached in ‘June 1741, by an elderly Minifier 
from thole Words in Math. 22.5. They maile light of it : 
which Gop remarkably blefs’d to the awakening, and [have 
Reafon to think fpiritual Good of fome Souls among us: 
which is the only Inftance of. that Nature by any Minifter 

reaching with us, that I.now recolleét. © And furthermore, 


‘ald this religious Concern began a Year before Mr. Whitefield’s 


coming into the Country : And after he preached in New- 
England very few of this People did ever hear him. But 
‘Gob was pleafed to make Ute of the u/ual Means ; to rouze 
and awaken fleepy Sinners by the fmall Voice; and as before 
obferved by fome of the very fame Sermons that made no Im- 
preflion before. This I fay is one Thing that confirms my 
Baier of a good Work, and that Affertion of the Apoitle ; 
whoever plants or waters it is Gop that gives the Increaje. 
: But then, 

'(2.) The good Fruits and Efeé?s isa further and moft con- 
vincing Proof of the Power and Grace of Gop. By their 
“Fruits ye pall know them. f_it;be afked what are tHESE 
Frutts that Evidence a good Work? Tho” | have already 
hinted at this, yet 1 would add, that many are more 
humble, juft, meek, temperate, [ober minded, peaceable, kind and 
charitable, foewing Love to the Brethren, &c. and fome 
have at. Times exprefs’d a great Readinefs and Willing- 
nefs to lay down their Lives for. the Salvation of one 
Soul if Gop fhould call them to it : Expreffing great. in- 
ward Joy and Peace in believing : fhewing out of a good 
Converfation their Works with Meeknefs of Wifdom. And 
I think it may be truly faid that many are Setter Hufdands, 

poss C2 better 
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Better Wives, better Parents, better Children, better Mafteri, 

and better Servants, wet. su - ade: Wr 
That cenforious’ Spirit (fo much theBlemith of Religion) 

hath not prevail’d as in fome Places ; tho’ it muft be ac- 


knowledged that fome have been too much for judging others 
for a Time, as is the Cafe with fome after the fh Beginnin 


tf Grace. But even thofe that have been moft cenforious o} 
othets, are now (after a better Acquaintance with their own 
Hearts, &c. ) very jealous of themfelves, and more charitable 
towards others ; much for judging and condemning them/felves 
loathing themfelves in their own Sight for their Iniquities and 
for their Abominations ; and complaining much. of their 
own Deadnefs, Hardnefs of Heart, remaining Unbelief, that 
Body of Sin they find within them, &c ; Exercifed alfo with 
fuich Scruples, Fears and Temptations as are incident to Be- 
lievers. ‘Thefe with many other Things I could Name,give 
me good Ground to think that fome have been turned /Yom 
Darknefs to Light, and from the Power of Satan toGop. , | 
And as to the MANNER of Perfons being wrought upon ; 
it has been ufually in a rational Go/pel-Way. None have 
criéd out under the Word but once, and then but five or fix. 
And 1 wcu'd further obferve concerning fuch as have received 
Comfort, they had moft of them been under Concern and @ 
Spirit of Bondage for feveral Months before. re 
But then as to the Susyects of this Work, the chief 
were ysung Perfons as aforefaid. Some loofe immoralPerfons. 
Some that greatly oppofed this Work at firft. Some who were 
hefore in Repute for Morality and Religion: And thefe were 
in the laft Place and with the greateft Difficulty brought to 
fubmit to the Righteoufne/s of CHRist : And fuch as thefe 
have (ufually) walked in Darkne/s and been full of Fears a 
contiderable Time, Before they could attain any comfortable 
Hope of their good State : The Light hath come very gradu- 
ally into their Souls; while it hath broke in upon som! 
OTHERS like the Sun atNoon- Day and giveriLight all aroun 
them : which fo affefted them at firft that they thought they 
had no more to do with this World ; that all their Bufinel 


was now to ferveGo»,to praife him,and to fhew forth all his 


wonderful Works, &c: but Experience hath finte taught 
them otherwife. 


And as to the Additions to the Church ; there have been 
near an Elundred added fince September 1739. And tho’ 
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fone who have been under deep Impreffions feem fince to 
have loft them; yet there is by far the greater Number 
{bleffed be Gon} who teftify their Sincerity by an anfwerable 
Life andConverfation. So that upon the whole, I muft con- 
clude that Gop hath by his Word and Spirit been carrying 
on a good Work among us: and tohis Name alone be all 
the Praife and Glory. ee 
‘ "Thus have I given you a fhort Account of theRevival of Reli- 
gion: and though it be not fo accurate, methodical and par- 
ticular as might have been ; yet I lave endeavoured to give 
‘a juff and true Account, which is greatly preferable. 
_ And now, dleffed be the Lonp Gon, the Gon of Ifrael, 
who only doth wonderous Things! And bleffed be his. glorious 
Name for ever! And let the whole Earth be filled with his 
Glory. .AMEN and AMEN. | 
_— I beg Leave to fub(cribe myfelf, 

Your unworthy Fellow-Labourer 

In the Gofpel. 
Joun Seccoms. 





It is.no jimall Part of the wonderful Difpenfation of 


| the Grace of Gon im the prefent Day, the furprizing 


Effufion of bis Seirir on diverfe Tribes of Indians in 
thefe Ends of the Earth, who wou'd never before fo much 
as outwardly receive ihe Gofpel, notwithftanding the At- 
tempts which bave been made this hundred Years to 
perfuade them to it. Their extream Love of' Hunting, 
Fifbing, Fowling, Merry-Meeting, Singing, Dancing, 
Drinking,.and utter Averfion to Induftry, bave render’d 
them extremely averfe to tbe Chriftian Religion : And 
dbo’ Several Tribes of them both in Plimouth and Mat- 
fachufetts. Colonies and in the Vland of Martha’s 


Vineyard, bave been prevail’d upon to bear the Gofpel, 


many among them hopefully converted,and diver feChurches 
gathered and maintained among them, for near an Hun- 
dred Years : Y¢¢ very {mall Impreffions of Religion bave 
been ever made’ till now, on the Mohegan Indians in 
Connecticut, and fcarce any at all on the Montauck 

| Indians 
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Indians é# Long-IMand,’ or the Narragasfets iin Rhode- 
Iland Colony.: [4 ates . 
"Tt muff therefore be a great Foy to the Pious, to bear 
that Gop’ bas’ now granted even to them as well as 
other Gentiles, Repentance unto Life, and is baptizing 
“them with the gracious Influences of the Holy Ghoft. 
Some Account af tbe Beginning of this among the 
Narraganfet Indians, we beve from ibe Rev. : Mr. 
Park of Wetterly,in our Number 26, to which we re- 
fer the Reader. We now goon, from another Letter 
of his, to give a farther Account of the joyful Progrefs 
‘of bat Dlefed Work, as follows, pee 
Westerty and CHARLESTOWN it RuopE-IsLAnD 
Cotony, €9c. February the 6th, 1743,4. 


,To the Author of the CHRISTIAN History. 


§ JR, : . ; 
Have thought for fome Time,. that the Glory of Gop, 
S ‘and the Joy and Comfort of his Péople, called for a far- 
ther Declaration of the wonderful Work of Gop in this 
‘Place ; in bleffing us, in opening our Eyes, and turning us 
“from Darknefs to’ Light, and from the Power) of. Satan 
untosGon. | ' aan 
The Kine of Zion, has continued. and ftill appears tra- 
yelling among us; in the Greatnels of his Strength, mighty 
“to fave: and tho’ the Powers of Darknefs are many Times 
“gathering againft us ; the Lorn’s Goings forth have been 
prepared as the Morning, he has come unto us as the Rain, 
‘as the latter and former Rain'tinto the Earth : ‘ And fhas'béen 
fulfilling his Word ; Of theIncreafe of bisGobernmetit andPéate 
there foall be no End ; upon the Throne of David, and upon bis 
en to order it, and.to tfablifh it, with Judgment aid 
with Fuftice from hencefurth even forever ; the Zeal of theLonp 
of Hofts will perform this, Amen and Amen. ; 
...But altho’ , there .is even at this Time among us of the 
Englifh, a Remnant according’ to the Ele@tion of Grace ; 
“yet the Throne of Gop’s Glory, in his earthlyTemple here, 
is among the Indians. SY STI Dew INN D 
The 


ell 








in. New-ENGLAND. 23 


The Gofpel has not appeared to fans that free Courfe, 
to run and be glorifyed among the. Englifh, asin the Begin- 
ning of the Coming of the Kingdom of Heaven among 
them with Power, that no remarkable Wonders have been 
wrought, but Clouds and Darknefs have in fome Refpect 
furrounded God’s Throne. Yet there do remain fome To-. 
Kens for good = There feemeth to be a filent Awakening and 
Awe upon the Minds of many, more of an Enquiry into 
divine Things than has been ufual : the Prejudices of fome 
againft fome Appearances in the Work of Gon wearing off ; 
tho’ many remain awfully ftupid, and others ftill raging. 
Satan appears induftrioufly fortifying his ftrong Holds. Yet 
Thope the Lorn ’is preparing himfelf {till for the Victory : 
Amen, even fo come Lord. Jesus. 

. But’ Satan has been falling as Lightning before the Sow of 
Gop among the Jndians. 

The Number of Names who have yielded a profeffed Sub- 
je@tion to the Gofpel of Curis among us, are an Hundr.d 
and fix, of which /ixty-four are Indians. 

“It was fome Time after the Lorn began to fhew Mercy 


i to the race and open the Myfteries of the REDEEMER’s 


Kingdom, before they rightly underftood the Nature of Go/pel 
Ordinances ; ‘and therefore they were kept back thro’ Fear of 
Unworthinefs’; looking for greaterThings wrought in them- 
felves, and larger Manifeftations of the Lorp Jesus, before 
they approached unto him in fpecial Ordinances ; hearin 
others giveanAccount of wonderfulManifeftations of theLove 
of Curis? to them,thinking they miuft have the fame before 
they. were fit tocome to the Tad/e.of the Lorp : and fo com- 
paring them/felves pore themfelves they were not wi/e. 

But when it pleafed Gop to blefs Means, for their clearer 
Underftanding of the ChriftianReligion, which I endeavour- 
ed publickly and privately to open to them,and teach them ; 
that if they knew the Power and Love of Gop upon their 
Hearts ; had been fhown from whence they were fallen, 
their utter eae recover themfelves, the Freenefs and 
All-fufficiency of CH: 1sT to fave them and bring them back 


to GOD and THE FaTHER ; had their Hearts wrought 
upon by.the’Grace of Gon, fincerely to fubmit themfelves 
to GOD in CHrist Jesus, to be pardoned, taught. 
and govertied ; that’ they fhould’ in this Way of the 
Gofpel wait upon GOD, and that it was a Device of the 

Devil 
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Devil to put Objeétions in the Way to keep them back ;. 
who is as great an Enemy to theReligion of Jesus Curist, 
as to the Salvation purchafed by him for poor Sinners, and al- 
ways endeavours to deftroy the one, as an effeCtual Mean of 
deftroying the other. Then they began to offer themfelves : and 
the Lorn fhined more abundantly into them, & difcovered to 
them the Advantage which Satan had been endeavouring to 
get of them ; and they were brought more into the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of GOD : they faw that the Ordi- 
nances of Religion in their proper Places were bleffed 
Things for their Growth in Grace and in the Knowledge of 
their Lorp and Saviour Jesus Curist ; and wy epi 
reatly quickened to forward others in Religion, that had the 
pn of GOD thed abroad in their Hearts, & bring them un- 
der a Covenant with the Lorn ; that they did %y as Clouds. 
and as Doves to the Windows, and joined themfelves to the 
LORD in a perpetual CoVENANT not to “iy otten 5 of 
eve'y Age from twelve to feventy Years and epwards. 4 
The firft. confiderable Body who offered themfelves to 
Covenant with theLor D,was upon the ninth of Odfober, when, 
eight Indians were baptized and received to full‘ Communion 5 
who gave very hopeful Evidence of a Work of faving Grace 
wrought.in them : feveral of which, were fome of the moft. 
fubftantial ones among them. . or 


January the 15th 1743,4. twenty-fix more, were baptized 


| 


and received to full Communion. 


February the 5th 1743,4. Fifteen came under the Bonds 
of the Gofpel. 
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Th b iveis Per Mat 
e others were received in fmaller Numbers at various A 
Times, which I judge it not material to mention. a Cals 
And GOD is abundantly glorified by them herein : his Oe inci 
pts: is truly glorious ; for which his Name is molt worthy ‘he 
of Praife. 7 A ee oy Pe 
They come before GOD and his People ; and with awful. aa 
Gravity & becomingSolemnity,give away themfelves wholl aha 
to theLorp in an everlafting Covenant, with their wholeSouis 


flowing forth to GOD; it being many Times given them. he 
Co comprehend with all Saints, what is the Breadth and Length, held 
and Dipth, and Heighth, and to know the Love of Curist the 
which paffeth Knowledge, they are filled with the Fulnefs’ : 
of GOD. * 
(The Remainder in our next.) oa 





